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Electoral
process to be
restored with
next polls: EC

Abul Fazal

FE REPORT

The upcoming 13th parliamen-
tary election is going to be the
beginning of restoration of the
electoral process in the coun-
try, Election Commissioner
(EC) Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah
said on Wednesday.
"If | say metaphorically, it
(the 13th national election) is
like taking a derailed train
back on track and resuming
its operation," he said.
"Itis like accelerating with
minimum repair and some
machinery replacement," he
said, adding that if it can be
done that will be the first
phase of achievement.
"Then our subsequent elec-
tions will be more enhanced,"
he said.
The EC made the remarks
while addressing as the chief
guest an event marking the
launch of a project related to
observation of the national
election held at the confer-
ence centre of the NGO
Affairs Bureau headquarters
in the city's Agargaon.
saif.febd@gmail.com
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EC Sanaullah: Election to bring derailed
electoral system back on track

i Agencies

Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md San-
aullah yesterday said the upcoming elec-
tion will bring a derailed electoral system
back on track.

“If I use an analogy, the 2026 election
is like putting a derailed train back on the
track and making it run again,” he said.

Sanaullah made the remarks while
speaking as the chief guest at the inaugura-
tion of a project of the Alliance for Fair Elec-
tion and Democracy (AFED), a platform
comprising 81 organisations, at the NGO
Bureau office in the city’s Agargaon area.

He said the first phase of reform would
be achieved if the Election Commission
could restore momentum to the electoral
process by carrying out minimum repairs
and replacing some parts.

Referring to public expectations, the
Election Commissioner said there is a sig-
nificant democratic vacuum, noting that
the country still appears to be stuck in a
pre-2008 situation due to the absence of
credible elections.

“In this reality, our expectations must be
aligned with what is realistically achieva-
ble,” he said.

About the election observer organisa-
tions, Sanaullah said unfortunately a good
number of citizen observation organisa-
tions didn’t play their role properly dur-
ing the last three controversial and staged

Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah

elections which became a constraint for the
Commission in granting them registration.

He said more than 300 organisations had
applied for observer registration but only
81 were finally approved.

“I would have been happier if we could
register 200 or 300 organisations instead of
81,” he added.

The election commissioner said the min-

imum age for election observers has been
reduced to 21 years, noting that while this
allows broader participation, it also raises
concerns about lack of experience.

Calling for collective efforts, Sanaullah
urged all stakeholders to work together to
ensure a credible and conscience-driven
election in 2026.

About the postal voting, he said around
1.533 million voters from home and abroad
have completed registration.

Referring to global experiences, he said
international inclusion rates for overseas
voting remain low at around 2.7%, while
Bangladesh has crossed 5% participation
by expatriate voters, which he described as
a good start.

However, he cautioned that the global
ballot wastage rate stands at around 24%,
meaning one out of every four ballots be-
come wastes.

Urging observers to remain vigilant, San-
aullah said their feedback would be crucial
in further improving the newly introduced
postal voting system.

“I hope that together we can deliver on
our national expectations and present the
nation with a free, fair and credible elec-
tion,” he added.

The event was attended by Democracy
Watch chairperson Talleya Rahman, Khan
Foundation co-chair Roksana Khondker, as
well as representatives from government
and non-government organisations. e
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A mission to put

derailed train back on
track: EC Sanaullah

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Election Commissioner
Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah
on Wednesday likened
the upcoming parliamen-
tary election to the task
of restoring a derailed
train to its tracks and
making it run again, un-
derscoring the Election
Commission’s responsi-

bility to rebuild public trust in the electoral process.

“If I use an analogy, the 2026 election is like putting a
derailed train back on the track and making it run again,”
he said while speaking as the chief guest at the
inauguration of a project of the Alliance for Fair Election

and Democracy (AFED),

>> Page-8 Col 3

A mission to put derailed train

From Pagev-12

a platform comprised of 81
organisations, at the NGO
Affairs Bureau office in the
city.

Noting that observer or-
ganisations failed to perform
their duties properly in the
last three elections, Sanaul-
lah said, “A total of 300 or-
ganisations had applied for
election monitoring  this
time. Amid various limita-
tions, 81 have been regis-
tered. The role played by the
organisations in the previous

three elections was not ap-
propriate.”

Addressing the newly
registered organisations, he
urged them not to repeat
past shortcomings. “Do not
operate like the organisa-
tions of the past. You must
perform vour duties respon-
sibly and ensure that the fun-
damental principles of elec-
tions are not compromised.
The commission must not
become controversial
because of any biased reports
from your side,” he said.

Describing election ob-
servers as their third eye,
the election commissioner
assured full cooperation,
saying they will be able to
work freely and impartial-
ly in the upcoming elec-
tion.

He also said every step
will be taken to make the 12
February election free, fair,
and acceptable.

The reporter can be
reached at: nasimrah-
manS8@gmail.com
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EC Sanaullah
calls for quality
poll monitoring

Staff Correspondent

Election Commissioner
Brigadier General (retd)
Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah
on Wednesday described
election observers as the
Election = Commission's
"third eye" and stressed
that their work must meet
acceptable standards to
ensure a credible and

transparent election.
Speaking at the inaugu-
ration of a citizen observa-
tion project in the capital,
he said the EC would
extend all possible cooper-
ation to observers within
election laws and guide-
lines, while emphasising
SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

EC Sanaullah calls

FROM PAGE 1
strict adherence to funda-
mental principles.

Referring to domestic
observers, Sanaullah said
that during the last three
elections-many of them
controversial-an "unfor-
tunate" number of citizen
observation organisations
failed to perform their
duties properly. "This
time, we want quality
observation so that the
basic norms of election
monitoring are upheld,”
he said.

He noted that more than
300 organisations had
applied for registration as
election observers, but only
81 were registered due to
various limitations.

On electoral reforms, the
commissioner said the

country's election system
had suffered from a "huge
vacuum" as reforms intro-
duced in 2007 were not
properly reviewed in later
elections. Even in 2026, he
said, the process had yet to
move beyond the pre-2008
situation.

Describing the 2026
national election as an
effort to "put a train back
on track," Sanaullah said
implementing minimum
but effective reforms would
be a crucial first step
toward gradual improve-
ment. He added that new
legal and procedural
reforms had been intro-
duced and expressed hope
that the upcoming polls
could set a positive exam-
ple despite inevitable limi-
tations.
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2026 polls aim at putting
derailed system on

track: Sanaullah

Staff Correspondent
ELECTION commissionar

Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah
on Wednesday said that the
forthcoming national alec-
tions would aim at restoning
a deratled electoral svstem
and putting it back on track.

He made the remarks
while speaking as the chief
gusst at the inaugural cer-
emony of a project by the
Alliance for Fair Election
and Democracy (AFED| —a
platform of 81 organisations
— at the NGO Bursau office
at Agargaon in the capital
Dhaka.

Refernng to the country’'s
elactoral systam and ongeing
reform intiatives, Sanaullah
sadd, ‘If | describe the 2026
elsction mstaphorically, it is
like bringing a derailed train
back onto the tracks and
making i1 operational again,
With munimal repairs and
by replacing scime parts, we
will at least try to restons mo-
mentum, If we can do that,
we may consider it our first
MAr SUCCess,

He said that further pro-

gress  and  improvements
would nsed to follow in the
next phase.

Emphasising the role

of election observers, the
alaction commissioner
gsaid, ‘Observers are the
third eyve of the Election
Commission We  want
their obsarvations to be of
a high standard, without
deviation from fundamen-
tal principles, All kinds of
cooperation will be provid-
ed to the observers within
the framswork of mlated
guidelines.’'

He also assured that all
necassary measures would
be taken to ensure that
the February 12 elections
would be free, fair and ac-
ceptable,
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‘Election to bring derailed electoral
system back on track’

Staff Reporter

sioner Abul Fazal
Md Sanaullah on
Wednesday said the
upcoming election
would help restore
the country’s de-
railed electoral sys-
tem and bring it back
on track.

“If I use an analogy, the 2026
election is like putting a derailed
train back on the track and mak-
ing it run again,” he said while
speaking as the chief guest at the
inauguration of a project of the
Alliance for Fair Election and
Democracy (AFED) at the NGO

= 99

Election Commis- 3 w

Sanaullah said the
first phase of reform
would be achieved if
the Election Com-
mission could re-
vive the electoral
process  through
minimum  repairs
and replacement of
some parts, rather
than sweeping changes.

Referring to public expecta-
tions, he said there is a signifi-
cant democratic vacuum in the
country, noting that the absence
of credible elections has left
Bangladesh in a situation similar
to the pre-2008 period. “Given
this reality, expectations must be

Bureau office in Agargaon. Contd on page-11- Col-1

Election to bring

Cont from page 12

aligned with what is realistically achievable,” he
added. On election observers, the commissioner said
many citizen observer organisations failed to play a
proper role during the last three controversial elec-
tions, which constrained the Commission in granting
registrations.

He said although more than 300 organisations
applied, only 81 were approved. “I would have been
happier if we could register 200 or 300 organisations
instead of 81,” he said.

Sanaullah also noted that the minimum age for
election observers has been lowered to 21, allowing
broader participation but raising concerns over lack
of experience.

Calling for collective efforts, he urged all stakehold-
ers to work together to ensure a credible, conscience-
driven election in 2026.
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Election to
bring derailed
electoral system

back op track

DP Report
Election Commissioner Abul
Fazal Md Sanaullah yesterday
said the upcoming election
will bring a derailed electoral
system back on track.

“If I use an analogy, the
2026 election is like putting a
derailed train back on the
track and making it run
again,” he said.

Sanaullah made the
remarks while speaking as the
chief guest at the
inauguration of a project of

(SEE Page 2 col.1)
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Election to bring derailed

the Alliance for Fair Election
and Democracy (AFED), a
platform comprising 81
organisations, at the NGO
Bureau office in the city’s
Agargaon area.

He said the first phase of
reform would be achieved if
the Election Commission
could restore momentum to
the electoral process by
carrying out minimum
repairs and replacing some
parts.

Referring to public
expectations, the Election
Commissioner said there is a
significant democratic
vacuum, noting that the
country still appears to be
stuck in a pre-2008
situation due to the absence
of credible elections.

“In this reality, our
expectations must be aligned
with what is realistically
achievable,” he said.

About the election
observer organisations,
Sanaullah said unfortunately
a good number of citizen
observation organisations
didn't play their role
properly during the last

Contd. from Page 1

three controversial and
staged elections which
became a constraint for the
Commission in granting
them registration.

He said more than 300
organisations had applied
for observer registration but
only 81 were finally
approved.

“I would have been
happier if we could register
200 or 300 organisations
instead of 81,” he added.

The election
commigsignier §aid the
minimum age for election
observers has been reduced
to 21 years, noting that while
this allows broader
participation, it also raises
concerns about lack of
experience.

Calling for collective
efforts, Sanaullah urged all
stakeholders to work
together to ensure a credible
and conscience-driven
election in 2026.

About the postal voting,
he said around 1.533 million
voters from home and
abroad have completed
registration.

Referring to global
experiences, he said
international inclusion rates
for overseas voting remain
low at around 2.7%, while
Bangladesh has crossed 5%
participation by expatriate
voters, which he desecribed
as a good start.

However, he cautioned
that the global ballot
wastage rate stands at
around 24%, meaning one
out of every four ballots
become wastes.

Urging observers to
remain vigilant, Sanaullah
said their feedback would be
crucial in further improving
the newly introduced postal
voting system.

“I hope that together we
can deliver on our national
expectations and present the
nation with a free, fair and
credible election,” he added.

The event was attended
by Democracy Watch
chairperson Talleya
Rahman, Khan Foundation
co-chair Roksana Khondker,
as well as representatives
from government and non-
government organisations.
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Polls to restore
derailed ‘
democracy: EC

TIMES Report Dhaka

Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on
Wednesday said the upcoming election would serve
as an effort to restore Bangladesh’s electoral process,
likening it to putting a derailed train back on track.

He made the remarks while addressing the
inauguration of a project by the 81-organisation
platform Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy
(AFED) at the NGO Affairs Bureau office in Agargaon,
where he attended as the chief guest.

Referringto the country’selectoral systemand reform
initiatives, Sanaullah said the 2026 election would
involve minimal repairs and necessary adjustments
to revive a system that has lost momentum. “If we can
manage to restart it and give it some speed, that in itself
will be a major success. From there, we must move

forward with further improvements,” he said.

Placing the upcoming polls in historical perspective,
the election commissioner identified three critical
periods, centring the elections in 1991, 2008, and the
upcoming one scheduled for 12 February, involving
significant legal and institutional reforms. He noted
that although reforms in 1991 were limited in scale, a
legal framework was established for election officials,
which later contributed to credible polls in 1996 and
2001 under caretaker governments.

He said further reforms were introduced in 2007,
including political party registration, candidate
eligibility requirements, and voting provisions for
independent candidates. However, he observed that
these measures were not adequately strengthened or
refined in the following elections.

EC Sanaullah said the period ahead of the 12
February election has again witnessed substantial
legal and regulatory reforms, crediting the Election
Reform Commission for its role, while acknowledging
that some gaps and shortcomings remain.

“These will need to be revisited after this election,”
he said, adding that gradual improvements over the
next few election cycles would be essential to ensure
ransparency and reduce controversy and enhance
overall credibility.
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2026 election aims to put
Bangladesh’s electoral process back
on track: Sanaullah

Election commissioner says 13th national election is about restoring
momentum through reforms

Wed Jan 7, 2026 05:19 PM
Last update on: Wed Jan 7, 2026 05:25 PM

Photo: Collected

Election Commissioner (EC) Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah today said the
upcoming 13th National Parliamentary Election is about restoring the
country's electoral momentum.

"If T explain the 2026 election through an analogy, it is very much like
bringing a train that has gone off the rails back onto the track and
starting it running again," Sanaullah said at an event titled "Citizen
Observation for Inclusive and Accountable Election in Bangladesh" at
the NGO Affairs Bureau office in Dhaka.

The event was organised by the Alliance for Fair Election and
Democracy (AFED) with support from the European Partnership for
Democracy and the European Union (EU) funding.

Referring to electoral reforms, the commissioner said, "If we can at least
give it some momentum by carrying out bare minimum repairs and
replacing a few components, then our first stage will be achieved."

Sanaullah said many new provisions have been added ahead of the 2026
election through legal and regulatory reforms, though challenges
remain.

Addressing foreign observers, he acknowledged difficulties in
registering observer organisations. "Our biggest difficulty this time was
during the registration of observer organisation," he said, noting that
organisations from the last three "staged or controversial elections had
not properly carried out their responsibilities."

More than 300 organisations applied for registration, with 81 finally
approved. "Observers are the Election Commission's third eye,"
Sanaullah said, adding that cooperation will be provided within
guideline frameworks.
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Election to bring derailed
electoral system back on track:
EC Sanaullah

“If  use an the 2026 ion is like ing a train back on the track
and making it run again,” he says.

07 January, 2026, 04:15 pm

Last modified: 07 January, 2026, 04:26 pm

Election Commissioner Sanaullah. Photo: Collected

The upcoming election will bring a derailed electoral system back on
track, Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah said today (7
January).

“If I use an analogy, the 2026 election is like putting a derailed train back
on the track and making it run again," he said.

Sanaullah made the remarks while speaking as the chief guest at the
inauguration of a project of the Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy
(AFED), a platform comprising 81 organisations, at the NGO Bureau office
in the city's Agargaon area.

He said the first phase of reform would be achieved if the Election
Commission could restore momentum to the electoral process by carrying
out minimum repairs and replacing some parts.

Referring to public expectations, the Election Commissioner said there is a
significant democratic vacuum, noting that the country still appears to be
stuck in a pre-2008 situation due to the absence of credible elections.

"“In this reality, our expectations must be aligned with what is realistically
achievable," he said.

About the election observer organisations, Sanaullah said unfortunately a
good number of citizen observation organisations didn't play their role
properly during the last three controversial and staged elections which
became a constraint for the Commission in granting them registration.

He said more than 300 organisations had applied for observer registration

but only 81 were finally approved.

"I would have been happier if we could register 200 or 300 organisations
instead of 81," he added.

The election commissioner said the minimum age for election observers
has been reduced to 21 years, noting that while this allows broader
participation, it also raises concerns about lack of experience.

Calling for collective efforts, Sanaullah urged all stakeholders to work
together to ensure a credible and conscience-driven election in 2026.

About the postal voting, he said around 1.533 million voters from home and
abroad have completed registration.

Referring to global experiences, he said international inclusion rates for
overseas voting remain low at around 2.7%, while Bangladesh has crossed
5% participation by expatriate voters, which he described as a good start.

However, he cautioned that the global ballot wastage rate stands at around

24%, meaning one out of every four ballots become wastes.

Urging observers to remain vigilant, Sanaullah said their feedback would
be crucial in further improving the newly introduced postal voting system.

"I hope that together we can deliver on our national expectations and
present the nation with a free, fair and credible election,” he added.

The event was attended by Democracy Watch chairperson Talleya
Rahman, Khan Foundation co-chair Roksana Khondker, as well as
representatives from government and non-government organisations.
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2026 polls aim at putting derailed system
on track: Sanaullah

Election commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on VWednesday said that the

forthcoming national elections would aim at restoring a derailed electoral
system and putting it back on track.

He made the remarks while speaking as the chief guest at the inaugural
ceremony of a project by the Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy
(AFED) — a platform of 81 organisations — at the NGO Bureau office at
Agargaon in the capital Dhaka.
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EC Sanaullah likens 2026 elections to putting a
derailed train back on track

SAMAKAL CORRESPONDENT

POOODO

Launch
of

“Citizen Observation for Inclusive and Accountable Electio)
in Bangladesh: 2026 National Elections™- Project

Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md. Sanaullah described the
upcoming parliamentary election as an effort to put a derailed train
back on the rails.

He put stress that the 2026 polls represent a critical step toward
restoring the country's electoral system.

Speaking metaphorically about the February 12, 2026, election, he
said, "This election will be like putting a derailed train back on track
—an attempt to at least get it moving again through minimal repairs
and replacing some parts. If we can achieve this, it will be our first
major success. Afterward, we must pursue further improvements."

Sanaullah made these remarks as the chief guest at the
inauguration of the project "Citizen Observation for Inclusive and
Accountable Parlilament Election-2026."

The event was organised by the Alliance for Fair Elections and
Democracy (AFED), a coalition of 81 election monitoring
organisations.

The occasion took place on Wednesday afternoon at the NGO
Affairs Bureau conference room in Agargaon, Dhaka.

The project is funded by the European Union and implemented in
collaboration with EPD.

Criticising the performance of observer organisations in the previous
three elections, Sanaullah noted that 300 groups had applied for
accreditation, but only 81 were approved due to various constraints.
He stressed that past observers had not fulfilled their roles properly.

Addressing the newly registered organisations, he urged as saying,
"You must not repeat the mistakes of past groups. Ensure your
duties uphold the fundamental principles of the election to avoid
biased reports that could tarnish the Commission's reputation. You
will have the freedom to work fairly, with full support from the EC."

He described observers as the "third eye" of the Election
Commission, calling for high-quality, unbiased monitoring while
assuring full policy-based cooperation.

Sanaullah reaffirmed the Commission's commitment to making the
February 12 elections free, fair, and acceptable.

Harun Ur Rashid, Member Secretary of AFED, delivered the keynote
address, pledging impartial reporting without favouritism toward any

party.

He outlined a code of conduct for observers and plans to gather
information through long-term, medium-term, and short-term
methods.

Anastasia S. Ubaya, Project Director of IPAD, emphasised that the
focus is on the overall election process in line with voters' needs,
rather than who wins or loses.

Deepak Elmer, Charge d'Affaires of the Swiss Embassy in
Bangladesh, expressed commitment to supporting transparent,
accountable, and impartial elections.

Other speakers included Democracy Watch Chairperson Taleya
Rahman and Khan Foundation Co-Chair Roxana Khandaker.
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EC working to bring electoral system to right track:
Sanaullah
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“Citizen Observation for In
in Bangladesh: 2026

Chief guest: Brig. Gen.
Hon'ble Election Commis:

RO Affairs Bureau g

Election Commissioner Brigadier General (retd) Abul Fazal Md. Sanaullah spoke today at the
inauguration ceremony of the 'Citizen Observation for Inclusive and Accountable Elections in
Bangladesh: National Elections, 2026’ project. Photo: BSS

DHAKA, Jan 07, 2026 (BSS) - Election Commissioner Brigadier General (retd)
Abul Fazal Md. Sanaullah today said the Election Commission (EC) is committed
to bringing the country's election system to the right direction through continuous
reforms, and it’s tirelessly working to achieve its goal.

He made the remarks while inaugurating the 'Citizen Observation for Inclusive and
Accountable Elections in Bangladesh: National Elections, 2026' project taken by
the Alliance for Fair Elections and Democracy (AFED), a platform of 27 civil
society organisations.

Sanaullah said if the EC can accomplish the minimum reform and give it at least
some momentum, then its first step will be achieved.

“Then, the more elections will come, the more electoral process will improve,” he
said, adding the commission is working to fulfil the expectations of the people.

The commissioner said it is unfortunate but true that there is huge gap between
our expectation and reality.

“However, we have to in this reality, we have establish a coordination between our
expectation and facts to arrange a fair election,” he said.

“We always aim to improve the electoral process further. In this election, many
new provisions have been added, legal reforms have been made, and rules have
been reformed,” he said adding that the commission is working to put in place a
proper electoral system through reforms.

Sanaullah said if all the things that have been newly added to this election system
for the first time are properly executed, this upcoming election will be a role model
in the future.

He said the EC will have some limitations, and this is normal but it should be kept
at an acceptable level.

He urged the election observers to perform their duties objectively as they are a
very important part of organising a fair and beautiful election.

“You are doing the job to show us what is going wrong, what is our limitation, thus
giving us the opportunity to improve further by correcting mistakes,” he said.

He said the EC wants that there should be no compromise on very basic issues
and in view of this all kinds of assistance will be provided to you by the Election
Commission.

Later, Sanaullah inaugurated the 'Citizen Observation for Inclusive and
Accountable Elections in Bangladesh: 2026 National Elections’ project.

The Alliance for the Fair Elections and Democracy (AFED) arranged the event at
the NGO Affairs Bureau conference hall in the capital with support fromm European
Union and the European Partnership for Democracy (EPD).



bdnews24.com

Bangladesh’s First Internet Newspaper

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1645112 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 120,000

QIR NI STIARIS’ G (A 2 COleia:
3 A= aER

“TSN [T T, [FE IFR T HS© NS (T ST BN | I A 5T FECS A,
©IZCE GBITRS SINE QRN @ AT [ReCT A0S Al

ZNS=RTNTES

cer aferavss - RS w Grafsrem s

Published : 07 Jan 2026, 02:38 PM
Q a =

o SRHi=ia e e (. ASHR qC=tes, GIitad 1o 2 =N2ARS G
=3 fEfacr o= S

QI e et @eféne A e v 56 Siega it it T cEEie e wite
COTTCE - Qa3 fon a6 2Breia Srark=i S fof @ e ac= |

e R gt @ FeE SiFercNs &9s (G a3 HEoT SE=E 90, "oy A
e wifsr =fer 968 woIFSita AfF—aBT SHGBT ABARTS A0 G S =12
ffam g s @ TS|

“rreN farera T, g gget v e #ifS orewa 5B | A SirEt OBt e i,
SiECET GBI ST SRIN g ATwEy R @ AAifa

I oSt TR e Snfow e Greiicie 8o caia o AISER |

TofF @, "erfeamear Sm oo A | 512, Sitnd e TS @F | Eifere Rt
= ST = = | SR AT (/T FA GACEN AR i = 1"

33 creETifea R W=y 71D @ SReCETey FaE A ARCE (ST ZA NS MUB
=

CSTATTF SHTHH GHAATTAT SR 2T, AT T+ GF (-G @A
JrierTe fAfon weifa ¢ ¢ el g ¢ womieE afstimt sepieT Soifgs fewer



DHAKA &M

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1262736 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 406,666

59T @G AbeT FACO TFI T 1S (@I (531 20

cew elferavs 5 % © » B 8 = %

Q TR 203y, $8:90 Shares

! |
fiem 3R (2F) SIgeE Foe Q. FEreaz IR, S ArdRe {5 23 SEat TGS
T A AR AT A6 FAF TSN | PAST AHA 8 FFT ARG Mea &= 2ges
A& TR QAT &AL 7T |
4R (4 TR AL SRS G=fEns oA FE G5 2301 Srarear Spie d4H wrofa
G Fof G771 9 I | b S AL ST SIS T4 (TR LT T (STNCEF (4 9F3(T) 93

SBIR TS A |

@R TSRt 0BT @ BN FAHIR SR P77 (BT 317 AMISATR A0, 203 AER 6 =iy afen
OGP, FPFOIE M, BT SCAFG! FIAPS U6 GHE AR AL [FRAE GTF Bl IR MO | Fyod [CoRE
T3, g TG I SIS 1S (S (5B 1 AW SIS OB FAC© 2M1f7, SIZ0ET QB2 Sl AT I AFeT)
R w3 wifa)

o AT GGl 0 fof e, raweal 2oz 16 FRHTE PO 734 | ST 51R it
AL @ TS 6 IV | G [RESTATS @ (I o5 1 906 | A A ST Ny
(TS FM AT G AN 2 T4 |

T 32 IR R0 A1, 7Y 8 AZATAN FACS L5 SR 79 4201 ACwe! Az Ieere @ T3
SR I fOF |

DI TN 0T SoATES R, (ORI SAMHA (BRI ST IZN G2 A FIOTTHAR (Fl-
BAR @R AW | @2l ffen Fasifa-cemasfa 728 ¢ R o efefHfr s st @)



UNITED NEWS OF BANGLADESH
08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1723776 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 6,000

Election to bring derailed electoral system back on track: EC
Sanaullah
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Launch
of

“Citizen Observation for Inclusive and Accountable Elections
in Bangladesh: 2026 National Elections”- Project

Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on Wednesday said the upcoming election will

bring a derailed electoral system back on track.

“If | use an analogy, the 2026 election is like putting a derailed train back on the track and

making it run again,” he said.

Sanaullah made the remarks while speaking as the chief guest at the inauguration of a project
of the Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy (AFED), a platform comprising 81 organisations,
at the NGO Bureau office in the city’'s Agargaon area.

He said the first phase of reform would be achieved if the Election Commission could restore
momentum to the electoral process by carrying out minimum repairs and replacing some

parts.

Referring to public expectations, the Election Commissioner said there is a significant
democratic vacuum, noting that the country still appears to be stuck in a pre-2008 situation
due to the absence of credible elections.

“In this reality, our expectations must be aligned with what is realistically achievable,” he said.

About the election observer organisations, Sanaullah said unfortunately a good number of
citizen observation organisations didn't play their role properly during the last three
controversial and staged elections which became a constraint for the Commission in granting
them registration.

He said more than 300 organisations had applied for observer registration but only 81 were
finally approved.

“l would have been happier if we could register 200 or 300 organisations instead of 81, he
added.

The Election Commissioner said the minimum age for election observers has been reduced to 21
years, noting that while this allows broader participation, it also raises concerns about lack of
experience.

Calling for collective efforts, Sanaullah urged all stakeholders to work together to ensure a
credible and conscience-driven election in 2026.

About the postal voting, he said around 1.533 million voters fromm home and abroad have
completed registration.

Referring to global experiences, he said international inclusion rates for overseas voting remain
low at around 2.7 percent, while Bangladesh has crossed 5 percent participation by expatriate
voters, which he described as a good start.

However, he cautioned that the global ballot wastage rate stands at around 24 percent,
meaning one out of every four ballots become wastes.

Urging observers to remain vigilant, Sanaullah said their feedback would be crucial in further

improving the newly introduced postal voting system.

“l hope that together we can deliver on our national expectations and present the nation with a

free, fair and credible election,” he added.

The event was attended by Democracy Watch chairperson Talleya Rahman, Khan Foundation
co-chair Roksana Khondker, as well as representatives fromm government and non-government

organisations.



DhakaTribune

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:2192557 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 14,267

EC Sanaullah: Election to bring derailed electoral system
back on track

He said the first phase of reform would be achieved if the Election Commission could restore momentum to the
electoral process by carrying out minimum repairs and replacing some parts
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File image of Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah Brig Gen {Retd), election commissioner, Bangladesh Election Commission. Photo: Mehedi Hasan/Dhaka
Tribune
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Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on Wednesday said the upcoming election will bring a
derailed electoral system back on track.

“If I use an analogy, the 2026 election is like putting a derailed train back on the track and making it run
again,” he said.

Sanaullah made the remarks while speaking as the chief guest at the inauguration of a project of the
Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy (AFED), a platform comprising 81 organisations, at the NGO
Bureau office in the city’s Agargaon area.

He said the first phase of reform would be achieved if the Election Commission could restore
momentum to the electoral process by carrying out minimum repairs and replacing some parts.

Referring to public expectations, the Election Commissioner said there is a significant democratic
vacuum, noting that the country still appears to be stuck in a pre-2008 situation due to the absence of
credible elections.

“In this reality, our expectations must be aligned with what is realistically achievable,” he said.

About the election observer organisations, Sanaullah said unfortunately a good number of citizen
observation organisations didn't play their role properly during the last three controversial and staged
elections which became a constraint for the Commission in granting them registration.

He said more than 300 organisations had applied for observer registration but only 81 were finalty
approved.

“I would have been happier if we could register 200 or 300 organisations instead of 81,” he added.

The election commissioner said the minimum age for election observers has been reduced to 21 years,
noting that while this allows broader participation, it also raises concerns about lack of experience.

Calling for collective efforts, Sanaullah urged all stakeholders to work together to ensure a credible and
conscience-driven election in 2026.

About the postal voting, he said around 1.533 million voters from home and abroad have completed
registration.

Referring to global experiences, he said international inclusion rates for overseas voting remain low at
around 2.7%o, while Bangladesh has crossed 5%b participation by expatriate voters, which he described
as a good start.

However, he cautioned that the global ballot wastage rate stands at around 24%, meaning one out of
every four ballots become wastes.

Urging observers to remain vigilant, Sanaullah said their feedback would be crucial in further improving
the newly introduced postal voting system.

“I hope that together we can deliver on our national expectations and present the nation with a free, fair
and credible election,” he added.

The event was attended by Democracy Watch chairperson Talleya Rahman, Khan Foundation co-chair
Roksana Khondker, as well as representatives from government and non-government organisations.
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EC Sanaullah compares 2026 polls to restarting a derailed train

® & Senior Staff Reporter @ Putlished; 7 January 2026, 02:41 PM
yago

Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah has said that this year’s election will be like putting a derailed
train back on track. He made the remarks on Wednesday (January 7) at an event in Agargaon.

Speaking as the chief guest at the inauguration of a project by the Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy
(AFED)—a platform of 81 organisations—at the NGO Affairs Bureau office, he discussed the country’s
electoral system and ongoing reform initiatives.

“If I describe the 2026 election metaphorically, it will be like bringing a derailed train back onto the tracks and
restarting it,” he said. “By carrying out minimal repairs and replacing some parts, at least an attempt will be
made to restore momentum. If we can do this, we can consider it our first major success.”

The election commissioner said observers are the “third eye” of the Election Commission and expressed hope
that their observations would meet a high standard. He stressed that there should be no deviation from
fundamental principles and assured that all possible cooperation would be provided within the framework of
the guidelines.

He also said that all necessary steps would be taken to ensure that the February 12 election is free, fair, and
credible.

Democracy Watch Chairperson Taleya Rahman, Khan Foundation Co-chair Roksana Khondker, and
representatives from various government and non-government organisations were present at the event.
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EC working to bring electoral system back on track:
Sanaullah

Published : Wednesday, 7 January, 2026 at 4:53 PM

Observer Online Report @ Q Q 0

“Citizen Observation for In
in Bangladesh: 2026

Chief guest: Brig. Gen.
Hon'ble Election Commis:

50 Affairs Bureau g

Election Commissioner Brigadier General (retd) Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on Wednesday said the Election
Commission (EC) is committed to steering Bangladesh’s electoral system in the right direction through
continuous reforms and is working tirelessly to achieve that goal.

He made the remarks while inaugurating the project titled 'Citizen Observation for Inclusive and
Accountable Elections in Bangladesh: 2026 National Elections, undertaken by the Alliance for Fair
Elections and Democracy (AFED), a platform of 27 civil society organisations.

Sanaullah said that if the EC can implement minimum reforms and create momentum, it would mark a
significant first step. “Then, with each successive election, the electoral process will continue to improve,”
he said, adding that the commission is striving to meet public expectations.

Acknowledging challenges, the commissioner said there remains a wide gap between public expectations
and reality. “Unfortunately, this gap exists. But within this reality, we must coordinate expectations with
facts to organise a fair election,” he said.

He noted that several new provisions, legal amendments and rule reforms have been introduced for the
upcoming election, stressing that the EC is working to establish a proper and credible electoral system
through these changes.

“If all the new elements introduced for the first time are implemented properly, the upcoming election can
become a role model for the future,” Sanaullah said.

He also admitted that the EC has certain limitations, describing them as natural, but emphasised that they

must remain within acceptable limits.

Calling election observers a vital part of the democratic process, Sanaullah urged them to carry out their
responsibilities objectively. “You help us identify what is going wrong and where our limitations lie, giving
us the opportunity to correct mistakes and improve further,” he said.

He assured observers that the EC would provide all necessary assistance and that there would be no
compromise on fundamental electoral principles.

The event was held at the NGO Affairs Bureau conference hall in the capital. AFED organised the
programme with support from the European Union and the European Partnership for Democracy (EPD).
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ROAD TO 13TH PARLIAMENTARY POLLS
A mission to put derailed
train back on track: EC
Sanaullah

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka
Published: 08 Jan 2026, 12:00 AM *2 Share

Elecricn Cemmissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on Wednesday
likened the upcoming parliamentary elecrion ro rthe task of
restoring a derailed train ro its tracks and making it run again,
underscoring the Elecriecn Cemmission’s responsibility te rebuild
public trust in the electeral process.

“If I use an analogy, the 2026 elecrion is like putring a derailed
train back on the track and making it run again,” he said while
speaking as the chief guesrt at the inaugurarion of a project of the
Alliance for Fair Elecrion and Democracy (AFED), a platform
comprised of 81 organisations, at the NGO Affairs Bureau coffice
in the cicy.

Noting that observer organisartions failed to perform their duries
properly in the last three elecrions, Sanaullah said, “A roral of
300 organisarions had applied for election moniroring this time.
Amid wvarious limirartions, 81 have been registered. The role
played by the organisations in the previcus three elecrions was
not appropriate’

Addressing the newly registered organisations, he urged them
not to repeat past shoertcomings. “De not operate like the
organisarions of the past. You must perform your duries
responsibly and ensure thar the fundamenrtal principles of
elecrions are nect compromised. The commissicn must not
become controversial because of any biased reports from your
side;” he said.

Describing elecrion observers as their third eye, the elecrion
commissiconer assured full cooperarion, saying they will be able
to work freely and imparrtially in the upcoming election.

He also said every step will be taken te make the 12 February
elecrion free, fair, and acceprable.

The reporter can be reached at: nasimrahman58@gmail.com
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Election Commissioner Brigadier General (recd) Abul Fazal
Md Sanaullah on Wednesday said the Election Commission
(EC) is committed to bringing the country’s electoral
system back on the right track through continuous reforms
and is working tirelessly to achieve that goal.

He made the remarks while inaugurating the Citizen
Observation for Inclusive and Accountable Elections in
Bangladesh: 2026 Nartional Elections project, undertaken
by the Alliance for Fair Elections and Democracy (AFEID), a

platform of 27 civil society organisations.

Sanaullah said if the EC can accomplish the minimum
required reforms and give the process some momentum, it
would mark the first step forward.

“Then, the more elecrions rtake place, the more the elecroral
process will improve,” he said, adding that the commission
is working to fulfil people’s expectations.

The commissioner said it is unfortunarte bur true thar there

is a huge gap berween expectations and reality.

“However, we have to work within this reality and establish
coordination between expectations and facts to arrange a
fair election,” he said.

He said the commission is always aiming to further improve

the elecroral process.

“In this election, many new provisions have been added,
legal reforms have been made, and rules have been revised,”
he said, adding that the EC is working to establish a proper
elecroral system through reforms.

Sanaullah said if all the new measures introduced for the
first time are properly implemented, the upcoming election
could serve as a role model for the future.

He said the EC may face some limitations, which is normal,
burt these should be kept within an acceptrable level.

Urging eclecrion observers to perform their durties
objectively, he said they are a very important part of
organising a fair and credible election.

“You help idenrtify whart is going wrong and where our
limictations lie, giving us the opportunity to correct mistakes

and improve further,” he said.

He added that the EC does not want any compromise on
fundamental issues and, in this regard, all kinds of
assistance will be provided to elecrtion observers.

Later, Sanaullah formally inaugurated the project.

The event was organised by the Alliance for Fair Elecrions
and Democracy at the NGO Affairs Bureau conference hall
in the capital, with support from the European Union and
the European Parmmership for Democracy (EPD).

=2 Share



Deshkal News

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1854105 col‘inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

EC vows to put ‘derailed train’ of past elections back

on track

Sanaullah emphasized that the EC sees the election as a major challenge, while citizens also
have high expectations.

# Staff Corrsepondent, Deshkal News B A A A+ | o ° o 9 @

Published: 15:55, 7 January 2026
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EC Commissioner Abul Fazal Moh, d llah king at the i ation of a project by the 81-

P

member Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy (AFED). Photo: Deshkal News

The Election Commission (EC) is striving to restore credibility to the electoral process after
challenges in the last three national elections, EC Commissioner Abul Fazal Mohammad
Sanaullah said on Wednesday.

Speaking at the inauguration of a project by the 81-member Alliance for Fair Election and
Democracy (AFED) at the NGO Bureau office in Agargaon, Dhaka, Sanaullah described the
upcoming 2026 election as an effort to “bring a derailed train back on track.”

“I consider the 1991, 2008, and upeoming elections as significant milestones. While legal
reforms were introduced during 2007-2008, the subsequent three elections did not fully
implement these provisions,” he said. “In 2026, new legal and procedural reforms have been
added to strengthen the system.”

Sanaullah emphasized that the EC sees the election as a major challenge, while citizens also
have high expectations. “We are taking all necessary preparations to ensure a free, fair, and
credible election,” he said.

On the role of election observers, he said, “Observers act as the commission’s ‘third eye.’ Their
work must be independent, adhere to guidelines, and maintain high standards.” He added that
the minimum age for observers has been reduced to 21 to encourage youth participation.

Highlighting ineclusivity, the commissioner said observers must ensure participation of
women, marginalized communities, ethnic minorities, and persons with disabilities. He also
noted preparations for approximately 1.5 million expatriate voters, including postal ballots.

AFED Secretary-General Harun Or Rashid said 81 registered organizations have been trained,
and plans are in place to deploy 1,800 sample observers and 700 short-term officers across
900 booths. Anastasia S. Ubaya, Project Director of the European Partnership for Democracy,
stressed that election transparency should be assessed at every stage, not just by outcomes.

Swiss Ambassador to Bangladesh Dipak Ilmar highlighted the importance of ensuring
participation from all sectors of society to strengthen democracy, while NGO Bureau Director
Daud Mia said eredible elections depend on responsible observer roles.

The event was attended by government and non-government representatives, diplomatic
missions, and civil society members.
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EC working to bring electoral system to

right track: Sanaullah
=AI 4, 2020

——wpsan union 7

“Citizen Observation for In

in Bangladesh: 2026

Chief guest: Brig. Gen.
Hon'ble Election Commis:

RO Affairs Bureau

=l Print 2| PDF =3 Email

Election Commissioner Brigadier General (retd) Abul Fazal Md. Sanaullah
today said the Election Commission (EC) is committed to bringing the country's
election system to the right direction through continuous reforms, and it’s
tirelessly working to achieve its goal.

He made the remarks while inaugurating the 'Citizen Observation for Inclusive
and Accountable Elections in Bangladesh: National Elections, 2026’ project
taken by the Alliance for Fair Elections and Democracy (AFED), a platform of
27 civil society organisations.

Sanaullah said if the EC can accomplish the minimum reform and give it at
least some momentum, then its first step will be achieved.

“Then, the more elections will come, the more electoral process will improve,”
he said, adding the commission is working to fulfil the expectations of the
people.

The commissioner said it is unfortunate but true that there is huge gap between
our expectation and reality.

“However, we have to in this reality, we have establish a coordination between
our expectation and facts to arrange a fair election,” he said.

“We always aim to improve the electoral process further. In this election, many
new provisions have been added, legal reforms have been made, and rules have
been reformed,” he said adding that the commission is working to put in place a
proper electoral system through reforms.

Sanaullah said if all the things that have been newly added to this election
system for the first time are properly executed, this upcoming election will be a
role model in the future.

He said the EC will have some limitations, and this is normal but it should be
kept at an acceptable level.

He urged the election observers to perform their duties objectively as they are
a very important part of organising a fair and beautiful election.

“You are doing the job to show us what is going wrong, what is our limitation,
thus giving us the opportunity to improve further by correcting mistakes,” he
said.

He said the EC wants that there should be no compromise on very basic issues
and in view of this all kinds of assistance will be provided to you by the
Election Commission.

Later, Sanaullah inaugurated the 'Citizen Observation for Inclusive and
Accountable Elections in Bangladesh: 2026 National Elections’ project.

The Alliance for the Fair Elections and Democracy (AFED) arranged the event
at the NGO Affairs Bureau conference hall in the capital with support from
European Union and the European Partnership for Democracy (EPD).
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Election meant to restore a derailed
democratic process: EC Sanaullah

° TIMES Report — January 7, 2026 4:25 pm

Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanauliah. Phota: TIMES

SHARE

« Election Commissioner Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on Wednesday said the
upcoming election would serve as an effort to restore Bangladesh’s electoral
in  process, likening it to putting a derailed train back on track.

He made the remarks while addressing the inauguration of a project by the 81-
& organisation platform Alliance for Fair Election and Democracy (AFED) at the
NGO Affairs Bureau office in Agargaon, where he attended as the chief guest.

Referring to the country’s electoral system and reform initiatives, Sanaullah said
the 2026 election would involve minimal repairs and necessary adjustments to
revive a system that has lost momentum.

“If we can manage to restart it and give it some speed, that in itself will be a
major success. From there, we must move forward with further improvements,”
he said.

Placing the upcoming polls in historical perspective, the election commissioner
identified three critical election periods—1991, 2008, and the forthcoming one—
when significant legal and institutional reforms were introduced.

He noted that although reforms in 1991 were limited in scale, a legal framework
was established for election officials, which later contributed to credible polls in
1996 and 2001 under caretaker governments.



He said further reforms were introduced in 2007, including political party
registration, candidate eligibility requirements, and voting provisions for
independent candidates. However, he observed that these measures were not

adequately strengthened or refined in the following elections.

EC Sanaullah said the 2026 election has again witnessed substantial legal and
regulatory reforms, crediting the Election Reform Commission for its role, while

acknowledging that some gaps and shortcomings remain.

“These will need to be revisited after this election,” he said, adding that gradual
improvements over the next few election cycles would be essential to ensure

transparency and reduce controversy and enhance overall credihility.

Addressing the issue of election ohservers, he described the registration of
observer organisations as a major challenge. He said many citizen observer
groups were denied registration due to concerns over their performance in the

last three disputed elections.

"More than 300 organisations applied, but due to various constraints we were
able to register only 81,” he said, adding that he would have preferred a much

larger number of ohserver groups in the field.

He expressed hope that the registered organisations would carry out their duties
objectively, describing them as an essential component of a credible election
process. “You are the Election Commission’s third eye,” he said, assuring them
of full cooperation as long as they operate within established guidelines.

Sanaullah also emphasised the importance of inclusive participation,
highlighting first-time voters, long-disengaged voters, women, persons with
disabilities, ethnic and religious minorities, marginalised communities, and

workers in remeote areas as key focus groups.

He reiterated that the Election Commission would take all necessary steps to
ensure the 12 February election is conducted in a free, fair, and aceceptable

manner.

The programime was attended by Democracy Watch Chairperson Talia Rahman,
Khan Foundation Co-Chairperson Roksana Khandakar, representatives of
government and non-government organisations, and officials from several

foreign missions.

The event was attended by Democracy Watch Chairperson Taleya Rehiman, Khan
Foundation Co-Chairperson Rokhsana Khondker, representatives of
government and non-government organisations, and officials from wvarious

foreign missions.



JANOMOT.COM Britain's first & ki &l Newspaper

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1005902 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

‘QITAR HIBAG! R FAZART® GACE (FF SR (ol
2 : ob:0¢, 04 TRFRT 03 m u

TrTEw ShrEE (25) SI9E e @ AFISHR A0, HIEE FAT5-0] 23 AIRApIS GALF (& @1R0 (olel | =% 44919 (4
TERITE) AT SRS efere R AR b 516 71 (BT ‘G101 9 A S SE (GIAEE: AqT2fea
G5 2P Srarda S 4T SfofE TG fofe el q0a |

@TE M TR € TFE LG 2PTF QLA 473 209 AHICHIR A0 030 AEE FE5AF S M AFE FefFea af, «bl
SASD] AIZARI© (0 (G S w20 & Gt BT S 0ol | T o[ $0d, g T mte] w@© 5ifS (e (58|
[ SIET AT FA0S AN, SR U2 SINET 9% 9@ e R0 490 A1 |

FRMEE A, ST 25@ POId 7934 | SINEl 512, OIid AaEe WRTe Q% | (e RaRive (&= e =1 28| Sifowes
WL (0P A G AL 341 A |

& TG 2H AWCAR SR 32 (T FE57 TG4, 7P ¢ SRS FAE 9 AMCFA @6 I A T |

(EEFIE g Aot



fordn ey e et e

NYA QIS

The Daily Natun Kagoj

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:900756 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

wsfer fiBrer (Google News) 73 FsTara 43 7S W1l 34
RIS T AR 2N AR G TR AR | T4RI (4 SR SR ARG G o] o @%

GG FEA|

HES LT TP WCEETS A7 T AT SR ST (ST (93 f8) —b 56 Aeootaa 9B ceo—
7 @] TR NI 24T SOfis TGy fofd I, 203 AR Fdbaee Fore wed <91 T, «fS @ AEage
Q6 GFE PAON ATFIT @ TAGAY T IACH W T3 [faca SrE (52| TWS GAoLa AbA Fara Jrol
SR T SAIZ 4 T 7T | G B AFAOIE 4 O GIBR T A6 GG |

o e I, s riawaar <o IAHTAT & ToIa (BILd WTel F1E | O3 Oid Aa=we @
TS T 93 e Glifere Sifewm (4t Rpsfs =1 9i6, &7 [ Shrm T At | AITeRre Sewry (4TS
ATFIAT ALGS AL (ST LS TS TP ¢ Tof |

O VY T Ao WY, TP 8 SR S AT A9 &S (ST T WA T 43 o
FhreEE |

@I afesTeT efeffym SofFe fawwm )



PUUsE Oary 4
08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:806882 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

IEF 57 FRTEre GG 20 (O Noo!: 37
AR

et 00006
© a=(fs: g 4, 203y, 08:8) fAaw

fery efSravs: @< FEmAt 981 ¢ AFR IS 2377 Gre 57 SRR G T @ ARCFR I,
@377 501 T ARAYS @@ AR GTF 5 FA11 2030 AER FEarE wify af @3 wereng e @b
AFD! ARAG® GFH GAE QA #ARA [FH0H G 51 F93 e | Fow [ATR 307, 55 7@t e oo oife
RETR (5B TW SAT GBF A0S A, SRCE GBIRR WWAT AL IG AT FENA 490 A @I A97S!
frefarrmm srae Bafen e wieirs 23

JUEIR FLE TGN AeReTerE aafere JraE AGEE 0% by FEm Afew Agm @ eA s 7= @ wh
FEAS T (CIAFOE (QaT3fT) GF0 &I TRl TP 24w T ISy @i FA A fofe |
Feraifam TefFara s ¢ 2 serafien Hifbrem sERre«w w2 3ghre Sire SpeefoRfEt AEtrs
FEAT-203Y AEE FIR BT I i |

faste fonfb Mt s/t A@erar AR WG #{F FEF T8 F0E I T @ AAearz s, [
TR T Woofb I STavs FEf%E | Wl AaeR T4 b5 e mrear e fere foafb 4w
WG AT 1 AFISTE] (TSI Mg 2/ Seafze ©f gAY foef a7

T e Fegieras Srare ol q0em, SroiTed AFITAR TTST AT FG T | AN {0 chfes
fRaetaE @ Tor 71 W6, CIMtE (AT @O T A FAE (SR SR AT aiferameaa e
e @ el 2@ a1 e | @2 o0 S &, @ram Fie Favs #ea | 25 5 = 4w )

fof atem, e 2@ oo 77w | SR BIR, SR AL TS (*1F | Ghfers R @w e 91 =)
fSarema T4 @TF T 4 AAST T A1 S (FHaeTEa FEoT warY, Y 8 A=EEN FAG T4 ARCHEA
eI AT

SR T 2TF T T ATEC-GF AR 1P T T | O T, ST (I WO ST IRAPTS B0
@A eferava @3 =11 150 s eferam (rewra Mioe Aa | TFIR ARG 21 2" FAET 9T 91
@G 9T TG (o FCaf% | S fF5raa 79w foafb omafors ©or Aeanza (o8 799 | qata Fa, TqrEf ¢
TR |

2T 2w ARGES SHTLABIE @3 T12a Irem, v @ wa ¢ [fee ae @t SEr [asar #[@ an
(SIBA ¢ TR IR AN 2[7a1 Fsraa Afas SheTre Qe 4319 & SIET 2@ S |

JIETATH RGN TORITR BIS Wi SYITEAIA o1 QeI e, 752 SRR waeerw fR457 SToieg a0
T 9@ FE I | TGP TS TG A (STHEF GAMGA GRRADT ST T2, 4 FISTCHTAR (-
(5AR @A FVEIE 2L (75 BT



NEWS TODAY.COM

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size: 776620 col*inch
Tonality: Positive

IR 4157 ARTS G FRC (O Toor: I AeaR

g “B1F oo © W9Es 79T 08:89:00 A, I4EE, Q TET 03

“FIRAGTS G (T AR o TSt

3419 (Q TR AERE SEEeetE aniens Iiear I vyt TgE e e <« T
(T AT ST (SAET (Q9FE(G)” TR Tl Spia 24w Sfeld ager fofd «
AR AN |

21 AFTeER (TR A ER ¢ IH@E ¢FG QA 40F IEH, “03% A W oA o
FATOIA M, BT TCAFO! ARAGS G A AR (F0 B I N0OT | TJovoT @S €
forg TFI 0 SO GRBTE FETE SifS (RETE (52T F4T 205z | T ST @B F4te e, @BrEs
ST I A (=LAE e T4

fofa SIe M, </l 2@ POI7 794 | SFE! 52, Sa ARaw Ao @S IR G
REARAITS (AT AT 7 W | A SN T (TS JARI AN 41 LA 1

3 e v T, S 3R EFwifa SIS v cRE S|, Y ¢ SRyl
Ao Fare 79 4= AMTFA (ST A

ST TP SoAES e (ST SAh (GAEAEHAN SITEA FZH, A FOTTHTT (-
(TR @A ISR TIPS (@4 fqfen 7Ega afefe

BT



I ‘
www.songbadchitro.com

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:919235 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

"GRIER FAEIBB! ZF AZAPS G CFR ANA
ot v shreE

& viamfva faerit

O =z=fre: a @A, 203v | ©0) © 19 77 /9T T@CR

fodon = firmra @F) SIge Fom Gl AMISHIE I0eT0, G FET5-0T 201 AR Gt (Rl Aet
GO |

I4AR (A TR AN ARG GRS LA IR b3 AeFE et ‘e w1 @ wE
T ST (ST Q9F2T'q a6 2AFTe[ TSIl ol 24 Shefdd Ietay fofd a2
|

o T A9l 8 AeFR FE@IG 2T GO 4 2 ARICHIZ I 0% A 5= =ifa
W GFF FHFONA e, A5 SAFD! FARAZTS A0 GAF NG #2069 Bl FAF q0e |
Trrow fema e, g F@et e wwe sife erear o8l | A SiwEr G5 FEee #ilfd, OrRwe GhER
ST 22 T AP LT 4h0e A |

IR I, AT 29 Pold T | SN[ 512, SIAd AT IS Q1 | Qe [amag
G TeTH 1 T | TSI T CATE A9 G Ao el A |

«Q I 27 AFTSTR SR V2 @ T @1, Y @ AT FAG T AMCFA G A
S TR |

AR AP € @A FA<Ze 2

AqmibE Sh/Erery e



YNsgEds

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:806274 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 50

‘Q31T3R FASI501 2R FARTAGS GACE (FF TR0 (Ot

© =1rs: azfa 9. 3030 3 8:38 ®1 % B

f vy O 086 <

Qg e (% : 7&ow FhmmE () SI9F Tom . AeHR 00, G T
(A 2R GRS (F FA130H (O] |

34919 (Q TEIF) TEdEE SEEeters aniae e FEEE vy TFE @IS ‘aamEs w9
@R AT T (SANE: AGTICT GI6 AP SradR TP A4 o
Fea foff 9@l 30w |

mra AW 9% ¢ FAFE IS AT QA 4T 2 AMCAR AET 038 AER
fdoate S 3 W5 F9FeIta 3, G5BT 6! ARAPS G0 GALE A T30 B E0E
a7 BiE] 919 ol | PN fArem a, oy @A @ s oife mea B 3 SsEt
OB FACS A, SIA ABE2 AT AT TG A A 4TS 17 |

AR A, el 2 PO wE | WAl 512, S R TS T | (s
fraaie @@= e =1 =8 | AT T0E @S A9 49 AL T A |

Q T 3T TSR AR R (I T w@d, FY ¢ AR FAF TG ARCEA
ST A TS T |

DI THTES rew (ST STET G ST T2, AW FOreHa (FI-Gh
@AM AASENE A4 € ([@aFI4 7Z4 afsHigar



GAICH A13CT
08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:957125 col*inch
Tonality: Positive

AN A5 =0T FAIBTRFS (GG A COIeAlT
2 e ER

e 000
50%Y, 0%:80 Ay

o
O

‘ 7 :
\.‘ .
= { L
s <firerara arger et cal. SIS | 2 - wieRe

ammmwmmmmmmmﬁﬁwmw
TG 1. FASHZ |

31 (2 @) SerReTs O SHT v Ty e o |

afene e Srfes vofb siegm cs ST T craR e TS o QawTy aafh

m%ww@ma&mwﬁsﬁam@ﬁmﬁaﬁsﬁmemﬁﬁmmm
& |

fef 2=, 20%¢ ez Priisees wifit 3fis aaf Formeia <, 9b) TCTEH) AZpre 9D G wRE
aiiee Refaca @t o1y v oo | e Rusra 3, g w@ie avte wrwe oifS orewrd (581 | 1 el
aB1 TS A, SraTeT ABITRS S &N I s R &S o |

fof Ao, srftamaan 35 SOt T | 518, STTvE SR TS i | GRS Rl co 2ves Al
=¥ | S T2 (TP 34 47 TR 3 7 |

o8 CrepRIfad 5w SR1Y, 7§ @ areitasly 19 74 SMTHs! (9Tl 02 0eRe T o |

ST (OIHHGG-99 (GHRAT OICTe (N, A WSS (-5 R g
ARl @ @i we efefifial Sofe G |

FATA LA



CNi

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1292784 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

IR b0t IR ARARTS GAT CFR TR core: T Ao

Emo 0 00

FIZT B
TR (o3 o i (35) 9T o G, SISER 900, AT FRTb6T 2 T3S (G o d AR CoTe |

4@ (A TEEIR) TG ARG GG T I by AZGE ST EES T @R T ST (ST
V9F3TT 9B 2T BrareA SR 2 Sfefe Teay fof «<ee 9T

TR FRRTB 7981 @ FHR FRGTIR 27 U 4TF 257 AFISAIZ I 203 AwR o wife af 435 Fworwsrd afe, <oy
ATFBT FRARTS GF B G S MR R QT 517 T4 0T | rew [ueiad e, g aaiet ave swe oife (rea e

I STAT BT FACS #H1fF, TR GBS 2L I AT R €3ts A |

R T, Rl 279 Terd a | ST 512, SIAd 2R TS (@1 | G faaaifag @ qrerm =1 20| Sifewreg
LT (AT A LG TR ST T A |

@ T F TATSAZ S SR TR 57 1Y, 7B @ SO T 79 ARCHA 193N ZCF NS T |

TR ToAfFe oM SRS ST AR STl T, U FICCBHE (- @A YRR AR S
@ g 2feffaEr



08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1028912 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 1,414

| wro

G317 A5 TR’ GAE (&9 AR e e
2T AI%ER

A Few Sees

m

f4Hn SREmR S TE= @ ANeaR e, G WY 9 ARage Gad ke w8 e e
el g6 451

3417 (9 ForTa) arEde SrRelier anfEe e e vafb AF@ ST SUEES T @EE e e
(CTATHT (99F3T)-97 G 2FTe=i7 Srarga P fof @ U a0 |

357 AWICEIR 05, “Y03Y AT W5 1 S FoFene IF—ab! STAEs! ABAge G0 G SEH #1307
fefara ata o] 9@ SrSt| Tou fAoaE T3, g a7t e Swe oife (e o8 T SIwEr @bt Fare o1,
SR BITPE SN 22N TG AT ZEE 4ars 1"

e “rema fiar gt 4@ 35 AR I, “orftrmear 30| gOIm 7w SINEl 513, O AN
e (@ 932 Glifee f[aaifag @t rerd 91 906 | AfoNEa W04y (A0 A9 42079 FLA1rer 541 a1

oM TIe e =0 q0eT, SR 3 (FFifaa RN STy, qY @ SROEET Fare WA S 7Y eraEay
ANTH 2% T |

ofqare Mafamme am &R aem, Jaas A9 W T9gns e SFe 69 @ YRRiEseg i
TG 97 GG MET A



SR 8

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size: 1486405 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

GJIFS (A6 A2FRrS G N3 (SR ol

FFIfES: 09 TAME, 2030 5788

& f/B =0/ allo

Launch

“Citizen Observation for Inciusive and Accountable
in Bangladesh: 2026 National Elections”- Pro

et ey
i ot Cormemmeren Sargrasent. et C e

oy

i TR A<Z 8 FRIE FRAGHG 297 (B L5 FAI1E e O (1. FSHZ IS,
GMES FBA0T 203 RIS (@S i i b Fa11 038 AEE Wdpare @i 1 9@ p
FHAFSIA AeT—aB] BMAFE! FZARTS G5 (G A T2 R AT BT FAE o1 | FeTos
e w3, g TE e 9% AT MeTE GBI M Nl @51 FA0S YAifE, SErE GBres
I T T A T 4 SN | AF ! M eI S Safod e «ieie 20|

wes3te B

I G TG STEANGTE GGS JIAE AT 0w oo T afrww AemE @
GEIHA T IR ZEFAN NS (SN (Q9FET) GFh AFF SrEILal Sgaie 24 sfofd
TG R U A o FEAEE FEee s @ 3Pifen smrafiem bt
TGS 4 ZAFOTS IS SPGB D AT ZLEFHI-03%” AT 2AFie Traree Foae
il

Tore foafs B oRftammes AL TUa Al A Sl T8q S SGE He G, ANSHZ
A, o g e woolb AeE S S| Ji ANEe W osbre Fama
w2 | o foab Mt Wity oo 61 FRFISTE (@SN ity @ Fraea of 12 2w
el

o e ALFIGEE Srwre O A, SSIted ALY TS AP FIG S 11 GHFE
ferea G [EgeEs @« o5 9 96, O (0T @d F99) 2 FET | FES
IR FFEASTEE AT TR S @ s 23 71 431 W2 S5 @oeE F,
(FFE FIG Fa0o EEe | 20 oo Al A

R e, efrweal 25@ goF 39| WGl 512, IHA A TS (@1F | @i AEmiag
(T AT Y | SR AT (ATF 79 LA HZAIS! T 20| DY (A T 57 s, 53
8 SN FAF H T[S ZA|

I AT 24T SHFI FE RS- OF TP e oF 997 | o qremw, S (i wEa
AT RIS FE (I AfSTama W 71| it fFarers eforan mems sies 9ed | T2 Wity
AT AT TALET AT O] (FC I TG (o PR | el W5t 77 foafs & 927
FRNZH (5351 FF4 | QBT AL, T 8 Fe T |

29T 2w AfE5ES SHLPIBIom @9 SaEdl aEw, b @ o ¢ e 2z @ e
e & M1 (SHE 8 GEeE IfEnE AMENS Jial FHbiaa T FHFE gre 496 G
IE] A S|

QAMAH JZGEES ORI BIS Wil SO oe GeE A0E, T2 SARMENad (qaress
TR SR F0ET ST GG IS |



FILIT TFFT

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1096589 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 78

‘QRICA FRE5B1 F FM2ARI© GACS (4 AR Cofel

n CHd 9974 v Q Share With » o o @

ofFT: Q WA 203y, 03:38 A9

QAT Trord A6 T RS GNE (FF TR (O 0 GErE LN SR S T .
AWICHZ |

9491 (0Q TGEIH) SotReTeta G B TBT « Ty S fof |

GfEe Fear FEEE by B AFGE BT QFATTT T (TR AT ST (SIANF: QOF3(e'q Q6 e
TrATHAT BT 24 el T@a fofF (rea A 58T ¢ AFE Friera & e 9rae | fofF aree, 203y
AETa FEeaeE SIfY 3 GG Fofeed af, a1 STAFs! AR AFH GAE WG AR B0 O 5 F9E
ol | Peow f[oaE 3, [Fg Tqe Iwce S oifs (remE (o8l W Sam GB1 Fars A, Srewe Gbras el
22 TG FA1en ZEea qare A

257 AICER I, ATl 2 O TI | BIE, SR #awe T (&% | e afra @ qrerm A
27 | FSAFE T RIS 79 420 ANV 541 A |
53 Trifed 45w STd Y @ SR T AL AMCHS (eI A A0S T O |

TG (ST ST O GRRAT T OITETA T2, A FIOCCH AT (F-(GTE @A AAFEAR A 8 6
sl AgE efeRiaar Safgse e



deferas Qe
08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1286208 col*inch
Tonality: Positive

GTF TATB 20 FLAGTS (FACE AR (Sl
ATCHZ

.

S| G

e eifsrans
o= s fima (21 S T@e Q. ANTCaIZ e, G Wowo!

it (A TGS (GACE (4 IS (oI | 03 AR bt wIif 7 g
W‘f’&:"‘* TIPS e, BT AT ARG (5 (GAEE ST FZC R

BIe] AR 09l | [eow (AU I, g q@ied T e ife orew
71| 37 SIat b1 Fare ~iifH, SR bz S elos I AT

R $70S I | JHAE (Q SR aeLEE apikeiem nies

(v e b E @ “GAEDT T R T ST (SR :

QETETT 3l AP TralRl SRBI 2w Aot ety fof wwelr
|

201 TICAZ T, Rl 2 GOrH ~H | SIS biZ, Wi Al
APTAS (2 | (e (e @ arora w1 27| AT TG @i 7]
{4 =@ |

@ T 2 AICAZ WA S i o i, 77 @ el
I 79 7R @S 2 S T

ST ©7IfES Qe (ermtes1 SAod GRSl T2, 4
FECTHTAT (-G @I AVFETR I 8 @RI A
eifsffE



SURISLAM
08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1261255 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

QIR A5 “ARTATS” (G (T T2 (Ole: 37 AFIeaH=

0
4]

PO HDZ

(<]
+

<}

N » ‘ fﬂ ‘

a5 FHEHE e FE= G, AFCHAIZ e, AT FE159 21 FARTPS G AT
fata s 4

a9 (a4 ferma) Srieiter asfare gear siEe vyt TEge @ as s w9 @
AT S (STACFE - QAT Q6 AFC=1a Sraral Spite fofy @ 2T 9= |

@ DA 9T 8 AFE ST AT (GL 3T AMICHIZ A, ‘03 A 5
iy AW I FAFOE IF-GBT SEAFD! FA2APS G0 (GACF QA FR0A FECH 9T 515
FAE T9|

Tew farera Fea, g q@et wee e oife (reaia o8N A SeEr 9Bt Fars A, s
GBITHR ST LT TG AFe AT 44q0e A

GFAF oS! M e Sfed Wi Queiitaa eoia &ia @ 92 F3159 FheEE)

foff e atem, “ffaFear 2@ oo 739 b2, SMd AAEHA TS @F| G
faazifaa @ arer /i 271 MfeTE=a T @t A7 G2q0ed RSt T4 2@

3 (FeETifaa 4o SIaty 77 8 AT F4I9 A AMCH (WA U AN W4T Fee fofe|

CSTAIGER SFCHA AT OIGaTal a2, AT FIOCT*T 99 (-0 @A AL
fafen wesifa @ @ @aifa gt ¢ werRT afeHfuar spi Soifge ferem)

SF935/



08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1768000 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 6,713

wd
QIICEA O FIZAGTS (GC T2 colert: 2T CaIZ

ez elferaws, oIt

&M 1 0] TIGANT 203, 20: 83

0000 s

| -, . : Faiia )

LRV = N o -
o S fSeifam carmae (I9.) Sie F9e1 . SFeaE | 129 249

ferioe i (2F1) faeifeam i (w9.) Sge w@e (. AFICarE a0, GaiEs Feioes!
(A TIPS (G €I ANZC AT Bl Tl | ISR AT Geiere e S are
AT b5 7ER FB] QIR F9 (FIF T WS (TG : QT2 T GFT6 AT
TR WHIT GO BT T Fofe |

@R RO A9 € HR PG 27F (BT TAICAIZ A0, 2038 TR FH6 St
PS5 (GG SR FTILCT R G 5o FIK TS | eTo 7B 0, by 7@iest et
@S *IfS CTe (58| AT IR @B FACT AR, TETE GBS S 2o I e Zrnd 4q0s
7| @7 7S] i< s Tafer i Wit z@

FTICHAZ ICET, ‘2tz 77 W 2038 M FRIGER @5 Fews 512, Wi fonft fdoT ¢ o2
ST ReTena @wmglo T 1 555,200 @& «2 o | «3 fonfs g Swrn T
TRER, B AR, AT € ARG 2o o e, Wi abie e 51z, @it Ty
B (otFz | AR 7-fonB FbeT 4ot 4iver crete s w0 st e ¢ F5z fefe
ol AT Z@ | TS O TRl T AT A2 FozOE A wRe [ge zm

SICETZ A0, oS fonis el v qeaemeea g w1 qemel wifty =i 1 F4E
S e e #fifaf | SR @ivg fon “sif S arfge | GTEE o el
AT Ty W b6 2o fag e (itafz | s s <6, @2 siegret
TEFFE 7Y AR 90 | SRETe 2 ARG e ARe T Fh0e 204 | i atem,
TG ST T A4S (OB, T Celb TS =11 A R, TR oo, aifeaa
CIGR, FT TCANBY, TRATETY, ZifEF TACIAB], AT G FHAC EG T AA—IANZE S
e TR A, T a0 WA Al S @y 4q swgee |



“NEWS

2 wordwide news netwock (Bangiadesh)

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:978120 col*inch
Tonality: Positive

‘I 6701 203 FT2ape G (1
TR CoTer’

ELl @ Eacs O qQEeai, 030 dv:o) °

NETNORE

—_—

\&\

\

2 / Qs \ i

3 (TR FETDn ST Y € QRO A 7 ANCE (T ZACE A S FEo ST
SgE T Il ARCAR|

TG J4RT GG S TR S b > AZ[ T G T AR AT C (SR
QaFETT 9T AT AT SEBI A5 TGAT S FOf |

3 ARISATZ A, 2038 FER TS S qfv GFG FFSL A, GBT SAFHT ARTGTS AT B
G S AR PECE AT B1e SAF N0l | TAON [LAAE I, (6% 1@ I S ot T
ozt

T ST GBT FECS Y1, IR GBHE SNl 22N T HAFE e whne A
ol atem, “orfrarwaar 27 SO 79 | 512, OHE HEEe TS @1F | Gifes [REiid @« aerd
g

ATSTES WL (ATF AL 4T AL AN LA



areea@ e

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1151245 col*inch
Tonality: Positive

QWWWWCWW coleft: 2T AICHIR

ST (TF f Xin ©® &

R0Y-03-09 38:R0:)0

23 AR

T S SIge T Gl ARSI A0, G 501 20 AR G (39 =0 COTeT | 441 (4
TIIR) ARG A3 T AT TI77 S ol

«TErS AT T bs 16 FLZR CAIBT < A=A T2 (A T ST (ST q4w2fea qafs g Sraar
DI A4 i TGy ol orreia A6 25981 ¢ e FH@ R eFv 9re 4t | Fofi atem 200 FEa
s wifir af w3 ForeeITa 3feT, BT STARD! AT s (G SAE AR it «ta bie w13 Wret | e
farormE w03, oy T@e I SR A1 (ReaE (5Bl | I AT UBT FECO A, SIE ABTEe NE! &2l TG ATy
Rt w@we A7

ot 2, “fraear 2@ woin 739 | 512, SIia AR TS (21 | Gfers Raifeg am qrerw 7 27 | Ao
KT (AT A A0 ANV 40 23 |
3R (PRI a6 o4 7 @ ARATATT T 79 AT (TG FE A T ol |

DI (ST GG T (SRAAT ST IZH, A FICCCH G (-5 @A TSR T S @
(FTERitE WEE afefaar Safge faram

(FEF/aRGT



ONé News gD

08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1198491 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 67

@ER 7 TIPS GFNE AR (O Tt 2T ANeaR

< ey Few RfE I e 07012026

Launch
of

“Citizen Observation for Inclusive and Accountabie E}
in Bangladesh: 2026 Na

T IO A7 8 ALHR FIAGTNG 2 (BT 416w SI[[W1E S T (I, AGATR ICATE, QR
5Bt 272 ARG (e #1130 T bE] 4T | 203 AeR fadiverss wify i «3f, Forrena afa-abt
CASD! AZAGTS GIfB G WA AR R G751 I Wrel | oo FowE 0, g w@i
@S e M (5811 AWM ST B FATS N1, SIZCE ABITFS ST 22N @ Ay B $4qrS A
G2 S| Frsfar T wiRe SHfes e «reis =)

4 YA AGHIE SR e Gefere T AEs F0F b5 6 e wiframel weg st Qe w
R BCEEI ST (SO (9w fE) qfb oReresia Trardal Syl 24 Sfefid ae0ay «od T2
e fofey | Feraform Sefrates s ¢ 3fifen srrifrer Fiftres sremTe<m ¥1 Tghe wre
SIS BRIEAD AR Zree-203y" MEE eareor Trardw s fof

faore fenfb oot srftara siegietan 9™ Wit #ie Sl e 0 SI9E Fo@ Gl ACHE 90e,
5T ot T woofl e SITavs FafEE | Je AEEer W by fem me e e
foafs ot wiftrg o™ <=1 TRt @S wiftg wiem afee of J4re fez a1

g ferafie Fegatara Srmr<t fofet arem, STroITea ALFIETE TS WA F1E FAE a1 1 @I Frdibra
e FEnerea @ arer A 905, Gt CRIE (@0 IS5 “[E FA0 | FA ST “THATSTAS
eifsravtea e S @ fef€s 2w w1« | @2 FdvE st &, @ e s wrEe ) 2@ 2f
T AT |

fofer querm, “fefrerssar 2Fm O 7o | S 512, SR R AERS (1% | Gifers e @w arer
1 2 | NG T4y (AT 7GR0 HLANS! 2901 204 1 3 eanfas Fivat s, 57 '@ ey < 74
AR (7T A |

TSI YoT 2 oI S QG- G A R B 9 | ot e, SR e vt o
TS T (@I AfSrama (7= =11 ot faeors aferame (ream b e | [z wifing A ofes
FAE GG QBT (FC 4 T3 Cofd wale | S fdistaa w3 foaft omfers o2y siarzd 58 394
@erE A, TarEv ¢ T

BT 2wl SATAIET SHIEIET o7 g avem, o @ wil ¢ fafers wars ot smer s sfa
| CSIBTE € SRALEIA BT SCtes 2{rat fdTs0aa i IR Qe 428 Gy SEl 2R 6@ |

JIRETAT TG E TSR B Wit ST o GaTra q0aTe, 752 SRmizaers fasors fdise
SBTCA AT ST G BE 9 |

SEBITA SRS TGAT AT (ST GATT5A (AT SITETa] TZA, <1 TG Cl-C5q T2 ATl
T 2 |



08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:677520 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 313,333

FIRAZS (G AR (SR (IO o756

o1 faeeiba
b T 205y, ITHfea™

T Jolofe[s[5

SIWE T oW ST &7 A FIRARS (GNP AR 9lel 756 F4l-
G W52 HACRA v s () HrefSrr cemiee (99.) @ga
ToE (1. AIER | fof qreres, @l seraet Fioa 21 WSO FiRAgre
EEACE AR SR AT 56 S STl | TTos WeHE @ TR oAfaada
e 5 BIEIE oifSeT Fa1R Q4= el &% |

IHA AGEAE weReier aafene i FrRfe @b edtge Sraed
PRI eyl wfefly Ie fof @i &l e voflb wieg Gl
AT T TR ET G (SAET (Q99ET) @B ST
SICIGH B | (AT 5] 35981 @ BN FLHId FIRGING &5 (BT 3
FICHIE 0, 0%y Wd Fdivace @fy 1 @ Foreia e, @bl
SCAFD] AZAGFS OFH (GACE AR AR A0 G ble] F19 NS | T
fatomia F6a, Pz TEI™ W e fe omia (581 | If wNE @B e
e, ST ABITHR AN U IS FHeTs R &0 A |

fibs srftawamE wFEy S I o Iem, sawsa wooes Feve
SRHICTE SO T+ | WG| 513, ©Itid 2 (T W=orde € 89 27 |
cifers RETSTEITe @ @I 553 F1 906 | R Fwdma AN NCEF
(AT FAH 71 40 TRl &Wie F40d |

N o5 crefaa FvE @@, Y @ Aoy Face At e
¥4 4G AT [0 A8 @ ST ST Ha fof |

SIHIC ST W& SoAfES e, (S Sasd GHFH T Sites
T QAR YW FIETTHTHG (F-5IF @FAH 4w | @ 2ol fifen swasif-
@aifa wegl @ feaf e afeffga seoiea siest &= |



08-Jan-26 Page:1 Size:1075234 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 20

GJICEF TT5H AART® G F120H (OFF NCol: 3

& Passenger Voice | @ 08:29 P9, 2034-03-09

(<] Jo]=]-Je]-]6]o}Ny

TR TSR AAF S HHE FIAGTD 2PTF (51 10 SRR W T (). AGAR, I, (= 41507 21
FRARTS (FECE TR T Bl T 2030 e {Eoae Wi 7 q=h FoRreid IfF—a5 Wwas! MRS e G
WA TR R T B w9 WS | Pew Ko o, 6y @t e ww S (rew (5811 i SivEr BT Fe Aife,
IR GRS ST 2L T T BRI €709 Al | G0 ARS! Mg wiae Tnfed e ariite |

TEE TR AGCRE ARENETT GefEe Joa Ao 0% b3 o s g/ (T GeEs) 9 (FhE e
WG (STAFRE (Q9%2(T) 16 AT Trarear o 2di Sl ISy i 7 e 1o 1 TeraifPrm ey
wérE ¢ 2R Taitor Fifbtrem SRS T T TEHTS W ANC ORb AFGES FH-203Y i aF=[
TRl e fof |

oo fonB P00 R T U@L Mg e I TG FE e T (. TIeHR 0, Fibe *Rawes
T ©00fb FF WTAwe FEeE | T Fawerd Wy by frmw (e zawr) Rere feafs ke Wity otem w4
FAZETAT (T nifdg 7w Srafee of gEe &= 911

g e AgateTa S fof qrem, WIS AT ST WA FIE TG | GANE IR G R
I TSI T B, (AT (AR (e T A S0 | FIee WA NS At srand Shrm @ fefFe g
M ACG | @R TS S, (e e FHre e | 20 2 e A

o 2, “darwar 2@ 9o TEN | W BIR, AR R e (@@ Gife FEniE @@ e a1 =281 it
AT (TR I 4R TS T A | SR (FAfaa R W1, 3 6 2e{Tareiy T4 579 ATH (A LA |

DI T 2T TG I AT~ T TR Qe TF v | T e, SRl (Al W ATF IERTS R (Al
2Aferve (7@ 7| PRI fRaeer 2w Meara b Ued | 12 WG 29w 27 S0 G&+) G5! (G & F6l5 (ofd
TR | S 5T 77 fenfB AT Ors ©Ur A2 AT (57 T | ST AT, LA € TG |

2T 2 HRABTTS AICIBIRTET 3 TIZA e, W (@ @@ ¢ Rifge war ¢ wisEr w7 91 (o ¢
T DI WS AT SRI503 ST AT OO €919 Ty W4 AT S|

AFT FREEIC TORNTE DTS VIl WA o Lo 0, Fo% SRR FIRee 1o s a1y st
T T F99 |

DI RS T AT (ST GATEH (GARART SILAar T2, < FICTEHTa (F1-(5aTE (@A 7E 2421



USIFS
08-Jan-26 Page-1 Size:1051381 col*inch
Tonality: Positive, Reach: 10

EC working to bring electoral system back on
track: Sanaullah

g Reporter Name
© Update Time : 10:01:46 pm, Wednesday, 7 January 2026 < 15 Time View

“Citizen Observation for In

in Bangladesh: 2026

B Chief guest: Brig. Gen.

Hon'ble Election Commis:

Election Commissioner Brigadier General (retd) Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah on
Wednesday said the Election Commission (EC) is committed to steering
Bangladesh’s electoral system in the right direction through continuous reforms
and is working tirelessly to achieve that goal.

He made the remarks while inaugurating the project titled “Citizen Observation for
Inclusive and Accountable Elections in Bangladesh: 2026 National Elections’,
undertaken by the Alliance for Fair Elections and Democracy (AFED), a platform
of 27 civil society organisations.

Sanaullah said that if the EC can implement minimum reforms and create
momentum, it would mark a significant first step. “Then, with each successive
election, the electoral process will continue to improve,” he said, adding that the
commission is striving to meet public expectations.

Acknowledging challenges, the commissioner said there remains a wide gap
between public expectations and reality. “Unfortunately, this gap exists. But within
this reality, we must coordinate expectations with facts to organise a fair election,”
he said.

He noted that several new provisions, legal amendments and rule reforms have
been introduced for the upcoming election, stressing that the EC is working to
establish a proper and credible electoral system through these changes.

“If all the new elements introduced for the first time are implemented properly, the
upcoming election can become a role model for the future,” Sanaullah said.

He also admitted that the EC has certain limitations, describing them as natural,
but emphasised that they must remain within acceptable limits.

Calling election observers a vital part of the democratic process, Sanaullah urged
them to carry out their responsibilities objectively. “You help us identify what is
going wrong and where our limitations lie, giving us the opportunity to correct
mistakes and improve further,” he said.

He assured observers that the EC would provide all necessary assistance and
that there would be no compromise on fundamental electoral principles.

The event was held at the NGO Affairs Bureau conference hall in the capital.
AFED organised the programme with support from the European Union and the
European Partnership for Democracy (EPD).
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