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Election commissioner warns parties to
ensure women's participation

Staff Correspondent
Publish: Tuesday August 25 2026, 17:41 it

Photo: Bonik Barta

The election commissioner said parties that fail to follow election
rules could face action, while urging them to increase women’s
representation.

Political parties could lose their registration if they fail to ensure adequate
participation of women in national elections, Election Commissioner Brigadier
General (retd) Abul Fazal Md Sanaullah warned on Tuesday.

Speaking at a dialogue in Dhaka on the parliamentary election and referendum
observation report, Sanaullah said parties that do not participate in elections
according to the rules could be dropped from the selection process.

The commissioner said the main challenge in selecting election observers had been
excluding associates of the previous “fascist government”. Parliament holds the
authority to make laws and the Election Commission implements them, he said, but
political parties must take the lead in increasing women's representation in

parliament.

Sanaullah said political parties’ goodwill was behind the February 12 national election
being free of violence. He expressed hope the same spirit would continue in the
upcoming local government elections.

Electoral system reform commission member and election expert Dr Mohammad
Abdul Alim, who also addressed the dialogue, stressed that the Election Commission
should have a specific action plan and raise funds from internal sources to make
future elections flawless.
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Govt to meet EC over local
polls next week: Shahe Alam

EC targets Nov for UP polls: Commissioner Masud

The government will hold discussions with
the Election Commission (EC) next week to
learn about its preparations for the upcoming
local government elections, said State
Minister for Local Government, Rural
Development and Cooperatives Mir Shahe
Alam on Tuesday, report agencies.

Talking to reporters at the Secretariat on
Tuesday, he said he will visit the Election
Commission with the Prime Minister's
approval to discuss the progress of its
preparations.

"We may go to the Election Commission next
week, with the honourable prime minister's
approval, and discuss how far their
preparations have progressed and what the
situation is," he said.

The state minister said the Election
Commission (EC) will announce the election
schedule and conduct the polls, while the
government would provide necessary support
as the local government institutions fall under
his ministry.

"The Election Commission will announce the
schedule, It will conduct the elections and
bring the election from the field," he said.

He said the ministry would provide support on
election-related expenditures and other
relevant matters, including issues arising
from the expiry of the terms of local
government institutions.

Asked whether he has any information about
the election schedule, Mir Shahe Alam said
the Election Commission itself would be able
to provide details.

Asked whether the government has made any
proposal regarding the elections, he said the
government had already allocated funds for
holding five local government elections in the
current fiscal year.

"As | have said many times before, we have
kept Tk 60 billion in the current fiscal year's
budget required to hold these five elections,"
he said.

However, Election Commissioner Abdur
Rahmanel Masud said the Election
Commission (EC) was preparing to begin the
local government elections with Union
Parishad polls in November,

"We are working with a target to hold the
local government elections from November,"
he told BSS.

He said the commission had already begun
preparations with November as the target
date.

"The election season is from November to
April. This is considered an appropriate period
for holding the elections. However, festivals
such as Puja, Eid and Ramadan will have to be
taken into consideration during the
announcement of the election schedule," said
the election commissioner.
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